
DAVENTRY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning & Development Committee (P85) held at 3, New Street, 
Daventry on Monday 2nd November 2015 at 19:00hrs. 
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 PRESENT: Cllr Karen Tweedale– Chairman 
  
 Councillors: 

Sheila Game 
Peter Luke 
Wendy Randall 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Deborah Jewell – Town Clerk 
 

PRESS: 0 Member of the press 
PUBLIC: 
 
 

1 Member of the public 

OPEN FORUM 
 
A Daventry resident voiced serious concerns in relation to planning application DA/2015/0879 – 
removal of trees to enable the extension of the car park, in Daventry Country Park.  He raised 
concerns in relation to the loss of habitat for existing wildlife, the need to preserve all areas of the 
country park to ensure it doesn’t become a car park adjacent to a reservoir.  He was also surprised at 
the request as it was very rarely overflowing, and could only conclude it was a profit making exercise 
to enable the generation of income when the field was hired out for events. 
 
P85.1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr R Fox, M Luke and S Hamp. 
 
P85.2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillor Declaration Of Interest  

Wendy Randall Member of Daventry District Council (DDC) Planning Committee. 

 
P85.3 MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Planning and Development Committee meeting held 
on Thursday, 8th October 2015, having been circulated, be approved and 
signed as a correct record. 

 
P85.4 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Clerk advised receipt of official notification of planning application DA/2015/0984 and 0985 to develop 
the historic building located next door to the Town Council offices, details of which were for 
consideration under item P85.6.   

 
P85.5 DAVENTRY DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
Cllr Randall advised members that three significant planning applications, being considered on this 
Agenda were to be decided at the DDC Planning Committee meeting on 4th November 2015.  
Members agreed the importance of appointing a representative to attend this meeting to reinforce the 
Town Council’s views. 
 

RESOLVED That Cllr Game be appointed to attend DDC Planning Committee meeting to 
submit the Town Council’s representations to planning applications being 
considered at their meeting on 4th November 2015. 
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P85.6 PLANNING APPLICATIONS, PLANNING DECISIONS AND PLANNING APPEALS 
 
Consideration was given to the schedule of planning applications received on which the Council had 
been invited to comment; on planning applications withdrawn; on planning permissions granted and 
applications refused since the last meeting of the Committee. 
 
Application No. Approved Response 

DA/2015/0833 The Town Council have no comments to submit, so support the Planning 
Officers decision. 

  

DA/2015/0900 Support and recommend permission as is a welcome change to see 
warehousing being converted to light industrial. 

DA/2015/0706 Support and recommend permission - support any improvements to historic 
buildings retaining the Town's heritage. 

DA/2015/0707 Support and recommend permission - support any improvements to historic 
buildings retaining the Town's heritage. 

DA/2015/0794 Recommend refusal.  The size of the proposed dwellings  is not sufficient for 
the health and well-being of occupants.  The Council notes there is 
insufficient outside and amenity space.   The proposed development will 
also have a detrimental effect on the street scene, making the street scene 
overcrowded, which could generate problems with insufficient parking for all 
residents. 

DA/2015/0879 Recommend refusal. The Town Council strongly objects to the removal of 
trees and destruction of a wildlife habitat close to a designated conservation 
area and nature reserve.  The majority of the Country Park is already limited 
in depth/width of vegetation that encourages bio-diversity and wildlife 
habitats and it is imperative we preserve this habitat within an expanding 
Town.    
The Town Council refers to Daventry District Council’s Settlements and 
Countryside Local Plan, in which it states one of the main strategic green 
spaces is Daventry County Park, therefore to extend the car park 
contradicts the aims and purpose of a 'Country Park' and the aims of the 
District Council in relation to its policy to protect the environment.   
The Town Council would like to highlight the District Council’s statement 
within the Daventry Settlements and Countryside Local Plan in relation to 
existing green spaces being protected as they are an important and 
attractive feature of Daventry.  Daventry should continue to be developed as 
a “green town” with landscaped belts and spaces they are a highly valued 
resource and these should be protected and enhanced.   Daventry Country 
Park and surroundings is not only an important area of amenity green space 
with historical associations it also forms a strategic spatial role as part of a 
Green Wedge within the context of current proposals for expanding the town 
and must be preserved.  
In consideration of the above, the Town Council are bemused as to this 
application and ask the questions “Why encourage the use of vehicles to a 
facility that is key within the Town Development Plan to promote the health 
and well-being of local people who are to be encouraged to walk and cycle 
to the Country Park.   
To conclude and before this planning application is approved, the Town 
Council would ask that the District Council demonstrate a need to extend 
the car parking facility, before the Town disposes of another area of green 
space. 
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DA/2015/0903 Will accept DDC Planning Officer's decision.   Understand the need to 
encourage commercial investment in the Town, especially in an existing 
commercial area.  Would request that every effort is made to protect existing 
wildlife habitat. 

DA/2015/0906 Support and recommend permission. Encouraging to see investment in 
historic part of the Town, that will hopefully encourage visitors and promote 
further investment. 

DA/2015/0932 Support and recommend permission.   

DA/2015/0934 Recommend Refusal - but would accept DDC Planning Officer's decision.  
The Town Council is not happy with the construction of properties, infilling 
developments that have been designed to promote good community living.  
Good design provides space and street views to encourage the health and 
wellbeing of residents - this development of futher homes is over-bearing, it 
is being built on a green space that provides open vistas.  The reference to 
planning permission being granted for buildings on a former garage site, are 
buildings on a site that was for former buildings - not an open space.  The 
Town Council deems this proposal to be detrimental to the landscaping of 
the area and will undoubtedly generate furher parking issues in an already 
congested area. 

DA/2015/0952 Support and recommend permission.  

DA/2015/0984 Will accept DDC Planning Officer's decision.   This is a historic Daventry 
building, which the Town Council is aware that  to protect and preserve will 
need to be developed, and entrusts the Planning Officer to refer to the need 
for the development to promote the conservation of an historic building. 

DA/2015/0985 Will accept DDC Planning Officer's decision.   This is a historic Daventry 
building, which the Town Council is aware that  to protect and preserve will 
need to be developed, and entrusts the skills of the Conservation officer to 
be mindful of the need for the development to promote the conservation and 
ensure the long term care and preservation. 

DA/2015/0738 Recommend refusal.  The proposed development will change the design 
and appearance of the area.  It should be left 'Open Plan', to construct 
fencing will  have a detrimental effect on the vistas and street scene for all 
residents. 

DA/2015/0994 Support - recommend permission. 

DA/2015/0883 Will accept DDC Planning Officer's decision.   This is a historic Daventry 
building, which the Town Council is aware that  to protect and preserve will 
need to be developed, and entrusts the skills of the Conservation officer to 
be mindful of the need for the development to promote the conservation and 
ensure the long term care and preservation. 

DA/2015/0976 Recommend refusal.   The trees are a key feature in the landscaping of the 
area (known as the Twinning Area) at the top of London Road.  Their 
removal will create a massive open vista into the recreation area which will 
spoil the design and appearance of the New Street Recreation Ground, 
possibly facilitating the area to be used for criminal activity, by creating an 
easy exit point.   The Town Council asks if the trees could remain and the 
wall be removed? 

DA/2015/0833  Will accept DDC Planning Officer's decision. 

DA/2015/0777 The Town Council welcome a special education needs school in Daventry, 
but note objections from the LHA and Water Authority, in respect of serious 
traffic issues and flooding.  In view of those objections the Town Council are 
surprised to note the planning appliation is recommended for approval and 
asks "Is it appropriate for the 'Land Owner (Daventry District Council), to 
grant permission for a development on its own land?" and in view of the 
fundamental objections from key stakeholders in relation to road safety and 
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flooding, and it is within their powers to grant permission on their own land  
"Is it  the right decision to approve this planning application on this site?"  

DA/2015/0687 Support - recommend permission.   

 
P85.7 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Committee will be held on Thursday, 19th November 2015. 
 

---oOo--- 
 
The meeting closed at 21:45hrs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………….. Date ………………… 

 


