Keeping you
updated

13th July 2020

Welcome to the Northants Together Partnership Update for colleagues
working across the LRF and the wider community. This newsletter
aims to keep you informed about how we are working together to
support local people across Northamptonshire.
Inside you will find lots of updates on
things we have been working on
together to support our
Northamptonshire communities.
There are great examples of how
colleagues across our council
services have been working together,
both out and about in our
communities and on coordinated
projects to deliver the things our
community needs.
The night-time economy and
hairdressers re-opened on 4th July,
and partners have been busy
supporting businesses to re-open
safely. And as life in our county
continues to move to a new normal,
we are continuing to focus on working together and with our communities to
stop the spread of COVID-19 and keep the virus in Northamptonshire under
control.
Updates from colleagues including:

IN ACTION:
OUR LATEST
ACTIVITY

IN ACTION
LOCAL COVID-19 DATA

Local coronavirus data published
– what this means for you
At the beginning of July, the government started to publish
additional COVID-19 testing data, meaning that the daily
data from community testing is now available at local level
as well as from testing in health and care settings.
Northamptonshire’s Public Health
team are publishing more of this
data to help local residents have a
better understanding of the local
picture of COVID-19 cases.
This latest release of data will show
COVID-19 cases in local communities
within boroughs and districts, each
with a minimum population of 5,000
residents and are identifiable to
residents as areas within larger
towns or villages.
Importantly, case numbers overall in
Northamptonshire and across all
parts of the county are declining and
have been following a downward
trend for several weeks.
There are, however, “focus areas”
where case numbers may be higher
than others during a particular point
in time.
Reasons for peaks in case numbers
can vary but contributing factors
include outbreaks in localised
settings, such as care homes or
workplaces. For instance outbreaks
in two different workplaces within a
local community could impact the
data within that area.
Rida Elkheir, Consultant in Public
Health at Northamptonshire County
Council, says: “We have seen how
local restrictions can be imposed in
neighbouring Leicestershire when
case numbers increase rapidly, so we
must all continue to act responsibly
to reduce the risk of transmission of
the virus.

“Where outbreaks occurs within local
settings, we follow a number of
interventions, including testing,
advice and guidance on infection and
prevention control and the isolation of
infected individuals to reduce the risk
of further transmission.
“The key to controlling the virus lies
with every one of us, as residents or
employees within the county, to
continue to follow government
guidance on social distancing,
thorough and regular hand washing
and minimising the number of people
that we have contact with.”
The publication of this data enables a
greater understanding of the local
picture relating to COVID-19 cases.
Over time, the data will inform advice
and guidance to local residents, who
may need to adapt or change
behaviours in order to reduce rates
and minimise the spread of the virus.
Click here to access the latest
publication of local COVID-19 data for
Northamptonshire.

IN ACTION
OUTBREAK PREVENTION PLAN

First COVID-19 Oversight and
Engagement Board is held
The inaugural meeting of the Northamptonshire COVID-19
Oversight and Engagement Board was held last week–
offering cross-party political oversight and representation
from relevant public bodies on the delivery of the Outbreak
Prevention and Control Plan for the county.
The Board has been established to
foster positive engagement on the
COVID-19 pandemic and how the
county can work together to prevent an
outbreak and also respond effectively
in the event of a localised spike in
cases.
The session discussed and approved
the prevention and control plan and
how communication and engagement
could take place.

Terms of Reference for the Board were
discussed at the meeting and these will
be reviewed and amended and taken to
the next Board. The new terms would
agree to a format for the meeting that
would include a public facing element
at the start, then a private section
followed with communications on
agreed messages.
It is intended that the Board would
convene monthly with the flexibility to
meet on an ad-hoc basis if required.
Cllr Ian Morris, Chairman of the
Northamptonshire COVID-19 Oversight
and Engagement Board, said: “The
Board is an absolutely vital part of the
wider prevention and outbreak control
plan for the county to ensure that the
right political oversight is given on how
we engage with people about the
pandemic.

“Our intention is to communicate
any messages needed to prevent
outbreaks occurring, while ensuring
that they are set in the right
context.
“The Terms of Reference of the
Board are being established and
once in place we can then move
forward and meet regularly to
discuss one of the major issues of
our time.
“While there is no statutory
requirement to hold the session in
public it is recognised that in the
interests of transparency and the
nature of the board to engage with
people, there is an advantage to
having part of the session in public.
“The cross-party support on the
Board gives me confidence that we
are applying the right political rigour
in overseeing this very important
piece of work for the county.”

IN ACTION
THE NEW NORMAL

Public reminded to follow
face covering guidance
As restrictions ease and more businesses and amenities
open up across Northamptonshire, public health officials
are urging the public to comply with the guidance on the
wearing of face coverings.
Face coverings may provide
protection to other people that you
come into contact with, especially if
you are infected but have not
developed symptoms.

Coronavirus is spread when droplets
are sprayed into the air when
infected people talk, cough or
sneeze. Those droplets can then fall
on surfaces. Homemade cloth face
coverings can help reduce the spread
from people who are contagious but
have no symptoms or are yet to
develop symptoms. This is called
asymptomatic transmission.
In England, on June 15th the
wearing of face coverings became
mandatory on public transport. The
public have been advised to wear
face coverings when attending
healthcare settings such as GP
surgeries and hospitals.

Face coverings should also be worn in
enclosed public spaces where
maintaining two-metre social
distancing isn’t possible. This is most
relevant for short periods indoors and
in crowded areas.
Northamptonshire GP Dr Joanne Watt
said: “Reducing the risk of
transmission of the virus remains a
priority and is the responsibility of
each and every one of us. The
wearing of face coverings is an
essential part of the new normal that
we now must all adapt to. Public
transport, enclosed spaces and
healthcare settings are areas where
the virus can spread more easily or
increase the risk to key workers,
therefore, I would urge everyone to
use face coverings to protect those
around them.
“You can make face-coverings at
home. The key when wearing a face
covering is that should cover both
your mouth and nose. It is important
to use face coverings properly and to
wash your hands before putting them
on and taking them off.”
Instructions on how to wear a face
mask are here
https://www.gov.uk/government/pub
lications/how-to-wear-and-make-acloth-face-covering

IN ACTION
MOBILE TESTING

Further mobile testing offered
More mobile testing units have been deployed across
Northamptonshire over the past week with facilities set up
in Kettering, Wellingborough and Northampton.
Mobile units are only in a location for
a few days. They have an integrated
one-way system that allows people
with an appointment to attend for
either walk-in or drive-through
testing.
The eligibility criteria for tests have
been extended to include anyone
with coronavirus symptoms (new,
continuous cough; high temperature;
loss of or change in sense of smell or
taste). Essential workers are given a
priority.
More guidance can be found at
www.gov.uk/guidance/coronaviruscovid-19-getting-tested#who-canbe-tested
Anyone experiencing coronavirus
symptoms (high temperature,
continuous cough or loss of / change
in sense of smell or taste) should
immediately self-isolate with their
household and visit nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 to find out how
they can get tested.
Those who test positive for COVID-19 will be helped by the NHS
test and trace service to identify the people they’ve recently been
in contact with so they can be alerted.
People who have had close recent contact with someone with
coronavirus must then self-isolate for 14 days, if they are advised
to do so by the NHS test and trace service, to help contain the
spread of infection.

IN ACTION
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE POLICE

Police report ‘good
compliance’ as pubs re-open
Police have thanked the public after a relatively
peaceful night following the opening of pubs and bars
after more than 100 days of lockdown.
Significant police resources were
committed across the county last
weekend but actual footfall was lower
than normal with some venues
choosing not to open or to close early
to avoid any risk of public disorder
late into the night.
According to officers, there was
overall “good compliance” with the
new COVID-19 social distancing
regulations introduced.

The visitors were peacefully moved
on by 11.30pm, within an hour of
officers arriving. And following a
well-planned operation, publicised by
Northamptonshire Police in advance,
attempts to hold a car cruising event
were thwarted with the organisers
calling off the meet before it got
under way.

Officers responded to a small number
of public disorder incidents while one
pub in the east of the county had to
be closed down at 9.30pm as social
distancing was being ignored and a
beer festival was taking place in the
back garden. The venue will be
visited by licensing officers next
week.
In addition, police investigated a
number of reports of potential illegal
raves and music events, the most
significant of which was at Brixworth
Country Park where up to 300 people
had gathered to watch a live DJ.

Car enthusiasts warned against attending cruising event
Drivers planning to attend a car cruising event in Northamptonshire
this weekend are being advised the police use of dispersal powers will
mean it’s not worth the journey.
Northamptonshire Police is aware of a possible event planned on public
roads and retail parks in the Corby area on Saturday. If an
unauthorised gathering does take place anywhere, officers will use
dispersal powers under the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing
Act 2014 to move people on and prevent the event going ahead.

SUPPORTING OUR
COMMUNITY

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Grants to help create a
cleaner and greener Northampton
Northampton charity and community-led environmental
initiatives can now apply for a funding boost from the
EnviroGrant scheme.
The scheme was launched by
Northampton Borough Council and
Veolia and will allow constituted
charities, schools, sports clubs and
community groups to apply for
funding of a maximum £1,000 each
to support their efforts in improving
or protecting their local environment.
Funding can be granted to support a
variety of new and existing projects
and activities within the borough;
including community litter picks, the
improvement or development of
green spaces, community food
growing, composting schemes or
swapping events.
Not-for-profit groups who need
support with the physical labour
aspect of a project, can also apply for
Veolia volunteers to help for a day to
get the project off the ground.

This can be applied for instead of or
in addition to the funding support.
Councillor Mike Hallam, Cabinet
member for environment, said: “We
are fortunate to have a lot of fantastic
charities and community groups who
are passionate about protecting and
improving Northampton’s
environment and the EnviroGrant
scheme will help to provide vital
support to these not-for-profit
groups, to help them get a project off
the ground, develop it further or
make it more sustainable.
The deadline for applications to this
year’s EnviroGrant scheme is 31
August. Successful applicants will be
announced in October. Find out more
about the EnviroGrant Scheme at:
www.northampton.gov.uk/envirogrant

A SPOTLIGHT
ON…
Care leavers from Northamptonshire
Children’s Service commended for frontline
work
Young care leavers from Northamptonshire
County Council’s Leaving Care Service are
being recognised for their heroic efforts
working on the front line during the current
pandemic.
35 care leavers, aged up to 25, have adopted
or retained key worker roles since the national
lockdown began, putting their skills and
determination to good use in the fight against
COVID-19.
Chief Executive of Northamptonshire County
Council, Theresa Grant, will be sending each
young key worker a personal letter of thanks,
as well as a gift voucher to spend as they
please.

Theresa said: “It goes without saying that our care leaver key
workers are doing an amazing job, putting themselves on the
front line at a time when the community needs it most.
“Finding your feet in the world of work isn’t easy at the best of
times, but our care leavers have thrown themselves in at the
deep end to give what they can in the fight against coronavirus.
“They should all be immensely proud of themselves, just as we
are here at the Council.”

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE….

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE
Email from Dame Louise Casey
Dame Louise Casey, Head of the Government’s
Rough Sleeping Taskforce took the time to write to
Northampton Borough Council after hearing about
the great work the Single Homelessness Team and
partners are doing to support rough sleepers in the
Borough.
In particular, she had heard the story of George,
who has been living rough for 15 years but has
now has accommodation.
She said: ”For most of us in the public sector these
are the stories and the moments we live for. So
thank you thank you thank you for such a positive
story.
“It’s an example of joined up work, joined up
determination and joined up action. Please pass on
my heartfelt congratulations to your colleagues
and the best of luck to some of those folk who
because of you now loose the label homeless.
“I and all the MHCLG team will raise a glass or
mug to you and Northampton tonight.”

IN THE NEWS…
The focus of media activity this week was on mobile testing
and face coverings. The pillar 2 data and publication of the
local outbreak prevention and control plan continued to
attract media attention.

MEDIA THIS WEEK
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday update: Numbers of Northamptonshire's COVID19 victims finally starting to slow
Northampton General Hospital keeps visiting ban in place
‘for a little while longer’ on most wards
Police report 'good compliance' as pubs reopen across
Northamptonshire
The Big Thank You... to Northampton Borough Council,
collecting our rubbish, looking after the vulnerable and
keeping us safe
Mobile coronavirus testing station in Kettering this
weekend
People in Northants are being 'lied to' about the number
of coronavirus cases claims GP surgeries boss
Coronavirus cases in the Anglia region leap up by 10,000
as 'hidden' test data revealed
COVID outbreak at Wellingborough pharmaceutical
packing firm
Devastating impact of coronavirus on Northamptonshire
businesses revealed by 'first of its kind' survey
How this Northamptonshire care has managed to remain
COVID-free throughout pandemic
Devastating impact of coronavirus on Northamptonshire
businesses revealed by 'first of its kind' survey
Reported COVID-19 cases expected to DOUBLE in
Northamptonshire as government reveals Pillar Two
results
Weekly coronavirus confirmed case number in
Northamptonshire three times higher than previously
reported

ON TWITTER
1 JULY TO 8 JULY
Please note these statistics refer to Twitter
only. This campaign has also been shared
across Facebook / Instagram and YouTube too.

Total Mentions

Total Reach

(of the hashtag
across Twitter
including retweets
and replies)

(Total number of
people who have
seen the hashtag)

680

16,086

Total
Impressions

Engagement
Rate

4.10m

78.18%

(Total number of
times the hashtag
appeared on a
user’s screen)

(Percentage of
people who
interacted with
posts)

PHONE NUMBERS
AND WHERE TO GET
INFORMATION
Corby Voluntary Community Service (CVCS)
Email: accesscorby@yahoo.co.uk
Mobile - 07758 383186
Daventry Volunteer Centre (DVC) www.daventryvolunteers.org.uk
Tel: 01327 300614 or Mob: 07793 011491
Kettering Voluntary Network (KVN)
Mobile: 07912480537
sean.silver@groundwork.org.uk
Nene Valley Community Action (NVCA) (covering
Wellingborough) - www.nvca.org.uk
Telephone: 01933 313526 or email: info@nvca.org.uk
South Northants Volunteer Bureau (snvb) www.snvb.org.uk
Telephone: 01327 358264 or email info@snvb.org.uk
Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire (VIN)
Telephone: 01604 637522 or email:
Info@voluntaryimpact.org.uk

Useful links
UK government
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
NHS
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Questions about this newsletter?
Contact us at
nccg.urgentresponsecomms@nhs.net

…AND
FINALLY

Thank you for sensible re-opening
of the night-time economy
We would like to say a huge thank-you to everyone
for their sensible approach to the reopening of the
town’s night-time economy.
Pubs, bars and restaurants across the borough were able to
open their doors again from Saturday 4 July, along with other
businesses such as barbers.
Local councils worked closely with partners including
Northamptonshire Police to support businesses in the lead-up.
This involved helping them ensure they were complying with
Government guidance, and councils continue to visit businesses
to ensure they keep up the good work demonstrated so far.

Cllr Anna King, Northampton Borough Council Cabinet member
for community safety and engagement, said: “We’re so pleased
that everyone, businesses and residents alike, took a sensible
approach to the reopening.
“It’s extremely important that we get our local economy fully up
and running again, though in doing so we need to make sure we
don’t contribute to a second surge of Coronavirus. I’m so
grateful to everyone for doing their part over the weekend to
help keep everyone safe, long may it continue.”

Share your stories using

