Keeping you
updated

29th June 2020

Welcome to the Northants Together Partnership Update for colleagues
working across the LRF and the wider community. This newsletter
aims to keep you informed about how we are working together to
support local people across Northamptonshire.
Inside you will find lots of updates on
things we have been working on
together to support our
Northamptonshire communities.
There are great examples of how
colleagues across our council
services have been working together,
both out and about in our
communities and on coordinated
projects to deliver the things our
community needs.
This week the Northamptonshire
Health and Care Partnership Virtual
Wellbeing Festival is taking place.
You can find out more about this
week-long festival on pages 13 and
14 and do join online if you can.
You can also read more about how the system is supporting the ‘New Normal’
with testing and supporting our most vulnerable members of the community.

Updates from colleagues including:

IN ACTION:
OUR LATEST
ACTIVITY

IN ACTION
MOBILE TESTING

More mobile testing offered in
Northampton and Daventry
Further COVID-19 mobile testing units have been deployed
in Northamptonshire over the last week to give more local
people access to testing.
The military-led facilities were first
set up in Northampton during the
week and then in Daventry from
Saturday until Tuesday 30 June. More
units are expected to be confirmed
for elsewhere in the county in the
coming days.

Speaking ahead of the Northampton
deployment, Councillor Jonathan
Nunn, Northampton Borough Council
Leader, said: “This COVID-19 Mobile
Testing Unit will be offering more
Northampton people with coronavirus
symptoms the chance to access
testing closer to where they live.
“Testing is key in our battle against
coronavirus, therefore I would urge
anyone who is concerned that they
have any of the coronavirus
symptoms (a new, continuous cough,
a high temperature or a loss or
change in their sense of taste or
smell) to book themselves in for a
test.
“Please note that tests are available
by appointment only. To book an
appointment please visit the
government website.”

Eligibility criteria for COVID-19
testing now includes anyone with
coronavirus symptoms (new,
continuous cough; high temperature;
loss of or change in sense of smell or
taste).
More guidance on testing can be found at www.gov.uk/guidance/coronaviruscovid-19-getting-tested#who-can-be-tested
For tests to be effective you must be symptomatic. More on the symptoms of
COVID-19 can be found at www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms

IN ACTION
SOCIAL DISTANCING

Warning to remain vigilant despite
drop in COVID-19 infections
People in Northamptonshire are being reminded that it’s
still important to adhere to good hygiene and social
distancing advice to help contain the virus.
After several weeks where the
number of COVID-19 related cases
and deaths had not been falling in
line other areas of the country,
Northamptonshire is now starting to
see a reduction in the number of new
COVID-19 cases.
This is welcome news as town centres
start to reopen, retailers return to
business and more students return to
school.
However, caution must be advised
and the public are being reminded
once again of the need to comply
with social distancing and hand
hygiene measures.
Director of Public Health for
Northamptonshire, Lucy Wightman
said: “Whilst there are increasing
signs of normality returning, we must
remember that the virus continues to
be in circulation and the risk posed by
local outbreaks remains significant.
“It is important that we all recognise
that regular and thorough hand
washing, maintaining distance from
others and wearing face coverings
where appropriate, are all part of
keeping us safe while the Coronavirus
is in circulation.
“The ‘new normal’ means that these
measures should remain part of our
everyday lives until such time as we
are able to find a vaccine.
“The aim of these measures is to
keep the infection rate low, prevent
outbreaks which can overwhelm
health services and to save lives.

“Following these social distancing and
other infection prevention and control
guidelines gives us the best chance of
keeping the virus transmission under
control. I continue to urge the
Northamptonshire public to act
responsibly in order to reduce the
transmission of the virus and reduce
the risk to our local communities.”
Anyone experiencing coronavirus
symptoms (high temperature,
continuous cough or loss of / change
in sense of smell or taste) should
self-isolate with their household and
visit nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 to
find out how they can get tested.
Those who test positive for COVID-19
will be helped by the NHS test and
trace service to identify the people
they’ve recently been in contact with
so they can be alerted. People who
have had close recent contact with
someone with coronavirus must then
self-isolate for 14 days, if they are
advised to do so by the NHS test and
trace service, to help contain the
spread of infection.

IN ACTION
SERVICES REOPENING

Registration services are reopening
Following Government guidance clarifying that registration
services are now permitted to open in England,
Northamptonshire County Council’s registration service has
re-opened to take birth registrations, notices of marriage
and corrections via online booking from Monday 22 June.
Initially, face-to-face appointments will take place by invitation only and
customers with outstanding exceptional birth registrations or those who had
their birth registration appointment cancelled when lockdown was first
implemented will be contacted first.

Customers will be asked to
complete and return a birth
registration questionnaire in
advance to minimise their time in
the office, and will then be
contacted to arrange an
appointment. The number of people
attending the office will be kept to
the legal minimum required to
complete a legal registration and all
payments for certificates will be
taken in advance.
Following Public Health guidance,
screens have been installed in each
office and wipes, hand gel and pens
have been distributed across the
service. We are still awaiting
Government confirmation as to
when ceremonies can be
recommenced.

Cllr Sandra Naden-Horley, Cabinet
Member for Corporate and
Community Services said: "Health
and safety is our number one priority
and we are currently working to
implement measures which will
safeguard our staff, colleagues and
customers before fully opening up
face to face services.
"The past few months have been
unprecedented and we are now facing
a backlog of appointments which will
take some time to manage. We
appreciate that this has been, and will
continue to be, a very challenging
time and we thank all our service
users for their patience and support."

Further updates about are available on the registrations website.
This will be updated when appointments are available to book.

IN ACTION
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE

Firefighters contribute 700 hours
to support ambulance service
Firefighters in Northamptonshire have contributed more
than 700 hours of support for the work of East Midlands
Ambulance Service (EMAS) during the COVID-19 pandemic.
A total of 12 firefighters from
Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue
Service (NFRS) began training in
certain specialist functions with
EMAS two months ago.
Since April, they have carried out
over 70 shifts, working alongside
EMAS Urgent Care colleagues and
performing tasks such as driving
Urgent Care vehicles and the safe
moving and handling of patients.

Northamptonshire is just one of the
fire and rescue services asked to take
part in this work, with others in the
region including Humberside,
Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire,
Derbyshire and Leicestershire.
More here.

IN ACTION
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE POLICE

Plea to dog owners as
COVID-19 restrictions ease
As the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions continue to ease,
there has been an increase in the number of people
venturing out into the Northamptonshire countryside for
some social-distancing exercise.
Although good for the health,
Northamptonshire Police is taking the
opportunity to encourage visitors to
follow the Countryside Code for their
own safety, and that of the wildlife
and livestock they encounter.
There is a more sinister side to not
following the rules, and visitors should
keep to public footpaths and not walk
over fields, always leave gates as they
find them, not let dogs foul in the
fields or leave poo bags on the ground
or tied to fences.
Dog owners are legally responsible for
keeping their pets under control at all
times, and should keep them on a
lead when walking near livestock to
prevent animals being injured or
killed.
Livestock worrying is the term used to
describe a dog being loose around
farm animals chasing them in a way

which could cause injury or suffering,
or attacking them.
It is a criminal offence, which carries
a fine of up to £1,000, and under the
law, a farmer has the right to shoot
and kill a dog which is worrying
livestock and cannot be controlled.
More here.

IN ACTION
COMMUNITY FUNDING

Funding announced for local
agencies, charities and community
groups
This year, 15 not-for-profit organisations, community
groups and charities will receive a funding boost from
Northampton Borough Council’s Partnership Grant Fund.
The grant is designed to help small
Northampton based voluntary and
community organisations to do
positive work in the community by
delivering local projects or activities.

The organisations awarded
Council Partnership Grants for
2020/21 are listed below:

The funding allocation of £100,000 to
groups and charities was
recommended this week by a panel of
seven representatives across political
parties and from local charities. All
applicants have been notified of their
successful application.

• Northamptonshire Rape Crisis,
£10,600
• Northampton Street Pastors,
£6,600
• Growing Together, £7,000
• Spencer Contact, £6,000

Councillor Anna King, Cabinet
member for community safety and
engagement said: “The Partnership
Fund grant can make a real difference
in supporting local charitable and
voluntary organisations to continue
their work and make a real difference
in our community.

“Allocating money from the
Partnership Grant Fund was not an
easy task but we are extremely
pleased to be supporting 15
organisations this year, as they
continue their brilliant work
supporting people across the town.”

•
•
•
•

Warts and All Theatre, £6,000
The Lowdown, £7,080
The Good Loaf, £5,000.
MHA Live at Home, £5,000

• Northampton Community
Sheds, £6,500
• Singing for Breathing, £4,720
• Tools for self-reliance, £5,500
• Silhouette Youth, £10,000
• Bellinge Community House,
£10,000
• Re:Store, £5,000
• Emmanuel Group of Churches,
£5,000

SUPPORTING OUR
COMMUNITY

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Chris tackles 100 miles in
24 hours challenge
Chris Holmes, Director of Northamptonshire Sport,
celebrated the summer solstice (21 June) by setting himself
a running challenge to raise money for Bethany Homestead
Care Home.

Chris challenged himself to run 4.16 miles every hour, on the hour, for 24
hours (totalling an incredible 100 miles in a day) and to raise £250 for the
care home so that they can put the money towards something nice for their
residents to enjoy during the pandemic.
Chris’s Aunt Rita has lived at the care home for just over a year and is
fantastically well looked after. In usual circumstances, the residents are well
occupied with lots of activities, treats and things to do, but due to the
protective measures in place because of the coronavirus pandemic much of
what the home normally does has had to stop and residents have largely
been confined to their rooms, while visits from family and friends have
stopped too. The home has done an amazing job of facilitating communication
between residents and their families through Facetime and Whatsapp but with
the money Chris has raised, they will be able arrange something all their
residents can enjoy to make this unsettled time a bit happier.
To read more about Chris’ challenge and to make a donation, visit his Just
Giving page.

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Virtual active parks team
Have you been feeling isolated, lonely or frustrated that you
are currently cut off from the natural world?
Join a new, VIRTUAL, friendly group
set in our local country parks.
The Northamptonshire Country Parks
team are very aware of how lucky we
are to be able to be out and about in
the fresh air exploring nature and
experiencing all the activity that goes
on in our local Country Parks.
Understanding the benefit of being
exposed to nature and the outdoors on
both our general health and our
mental well-being, the team are very
keen to share their outdoor
experiences with those of you that live
locally but currently find you are not
physically able to get outdoors to
explore the parks in person.

The session is interactive and you are
welcome to share your own nature
experiences and the team will be
responding to your nature questions
as you go along.

The new NATURAL MINDS virtual
social group will be very informal with
plenty of opportunity for interactive
chat and questions. Each session will
include a demonstration of a nature
based activity; some of these you may
be able to try yourself at home.

If you are interested in giving your
mental health a boost and virtually
joining with other likeminded people
then please email Steve for more
information on
stjackson@northamptonshire.gov.uk

Date
Friday 3rd July
10.30am

Session
Be nice to
nettles

More info
Discovering more about this stingy
weed and demonstrating how to
make nettle cord.

Tuesday 28th July
10.30am

Bish, Bash,
Bosh

Getting creative using natural
materials and a very therapeutic
technique called HapaZome (please
note, no actual creative talent
required!)

Friday 21st August,
10.30am

Alder Elder

Finding out more about these native
trees and learning how to make
jewellery, whistles and other items
from this natural material.

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Keep calm and Cobbler On!
Northampton Town Football Club and the Northampton
Town Community Trust are supporting the local community
through the coronavirus outbreak through the ‘Keep Calm
and Cobbler On’ programme of events.
The following work is being
undertaken:
• The club's Community Trust have
set up a phone call based
befriending service for older and
vulnerable people in the community
• The club have set up a free mental
health first aid hotline for teachers
• The club are supporting their
network of mental health first
aiders
• The club have offered spare
coaching staff to attend for
additional hours
• The club are developing online
content to support families, older
adults and vulnerable people to
stay mentally and physically active
• The club are now delivering the Fit
Cobblers (men’s health)
programme digitally using Google
Hangouts

Northampton Town Chairman Kelvin
Thomas said: "We are exceptionally

proud of the work we do day in, day
out in the local community as we are
of our Community Trust and as a club
at the very heart of our community, it
is only right we do all we can to
support as many people as possible at
this difficult time.
"If anyone feels we can be of support
or they need the club's assistance,
please do email
community@ntfc.co.uk as we are
working to bring additional measures
of support in over the coming weeks.”

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Posties foodbank
At the start of the crisis, the Crow Lane Post Office depot in
Northampton set up a foodbank for people in need
(vulnerable and shielding, those now out of work, those
self-isolating etc.) led by postie Alan Mistry.
As key workers they can get to every
address in NN2, NN3, NN6, and NN7
dropping off supplies as part of their
daily deliveries, including Moulton.
Kevin said: “Great news. The Posties
Foodbank, with tremendous support
from Moulton Parish Council, has been
awarded £500 by the Tesco's COVID
19 Communities Fund. The foodbank
to date, has relied on donations from
the general public and Moulton
residents in particular have been very
generous, however this additional
funding will help us support many
more families throughout
Northampton.”
As key workers they can get to every
address in NN2, NN3, NN6, and NN7
dropping off supplies as part of their
daily deliveries, including Moulton.

Please let Kevin know if:
• You become aware of anyone in
need in these postcode areas and
Kevin or the regular
postman/woman will deliver a food
parcel
• If you would like to make any
donations to the foodbank: nonperishable items only for example,
tinned-soup, pasta sauce, baked
beans, chick peas, kidney beans,
tomatoes, vegetables, tuna, rice
pudding, pasta, tea, coffee, UHT
milk, toiletries, cooking oil, cartons
of fruit juice.

You can bring donations to the Crow
Lane Royal Mail Depot, Northampton
NN3 9BX or regular posties in NN2,
NN3, NN6, and NN7 are happy to pick
up any donations from residents' door
steps. So if you would like to do this
please put a small note on the
donation box/bag stating that it’s for
the posties foodbank.
In case there is no post for you on
that day, it might be a good idea to
check during the day to see that the
food has been taken unless you are
happy to leave outside overnight.
For any more information, Kevin's
email is: mills.kevin@btinternet.com

A SPOTLIGHT
ON…
Virtual Wellbeing Festival
The Northamptonshire Health and Care Partnership (NHCP) Virtual
Wellbeing Festival is open to all public and health sector
organisations. Health and wellbeing is important to all of us and
even more so due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
We know key workers across the county have been working
tremendously hard during this time and the wellbeing festival is an
opportunity for all our staff to relax and find some time for them,
have some fun as well as look after their wellbeing.
Taking place on Monday 29 June right through until Friday 3
July 2020 you will be able to join in a variety of activity sessions,
hear from some colleagues you may know, join in some live
events as well as hear from some fantastic keynote speakers all
week too!
More information can be found at: www.wellbeingfestival.live and
the programme on the next page.

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE….

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE
Police motorcycles accompany
18-year-old marathon runner as
he raises over £2,800 for the NHS
A group of police motorcyclists joined
a man on his 18th birthday as he ran
a marathon across Northamptonshire
in order to raise money for the NHS.
Trystan Barnett, a champion
triathlete, decided to undertake the
gruelling task after his triathlon
season was cancelled due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Starting at his dad's house in Little
Billing, Trystan was accompanied by
motorcyclists from Northamptonshire
Police as he went through
Northampton town centre, Overstone,
Sywell, Earls Barton, around the edge
of Wellingborough and through
Irchester before finishing at his mum's
house in Rushden.
More here.

IN THE NEWS…
The focus of coverage this week was on case numbers
slowing although the reporting of deaths featured heavily
once again. There has also been a large focus on care
homes once again. A cross section of local coverage from
the past week is shown below.

MEDIA THIS WEEK
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

‘‘Unacceptable’ drop in care at Kettering home with 12 Covid-19
deaths
Inspectors slam Kettering care home at centre of Covid death
scandal as it's put into special measures
Coronavirus: Care home probed over 15 deaths rated 'inadequate‘
Watchdog finds care home residents malnourished, dehydrated and
suffering from unexplained injuries
11 more patients have died with coronavirus in the Anglia region
One further coronavirus death recorded in Northamptonshire
hospitals
Thursday update: Official numbers give hope Northamptonshire is
finally getting on top of Covid-19
KGH records its first Covid death for a week
Spread of coronavirus slows down across Northamptonshire
Northants volunteer organisation urges those who still need
support to speak up despite lockdown changes
Northamptonshire County council has nine days to start work on
‘Covid-19 travel’ plan or risk losing £1.7m of funding
Mobile test unit for Covid-19 is coming to Northampton this week
Northamptonshire firefighters clock up 700 hours working as
ambulance crew during Covid-19 crisis
Thirty-six residents test positive for coronavirus at care home that
admitted three hospital patients not knowing they had the disease
36 test positive for Covid-19 at Northamptonshire care home
Half-a-million pounds gifted to communities in lockdown by
Northamptonshire lifeline grant giver
Daughter delighted as dad returns home to Daventry after threemonth Covid-19 battle
East Northants student nurse made to feel 'worthless' by health
minister's letter
Student nurse says minister's comments are a 'slap in the face'

ON TWITTER
17 JUNE TO 24 JUNE
Please note these statistics refer to Twitter
only. This campaign has also been shared
across Facebook / Instagram and YouTube too.

Total Mentions

Total Reach

(of the hashtag
across Twitter
including retweets
and replies)

(Total number of
people who have
seen the hashtag)

813

386,022

Total
Impressions

Engagement
Rate

4.77m

79.85%

(Total number of
times the hashtag
appeared on a
user’s screen)

(Percentage of
people who
interacted with
posts)

PHONE NUMBERS
AND WHERE TO GET
INFORMATION
Corby Voluntary Community Service (CVCS)
Email: accesscorby@yahoo.co.uk
Mobile - 07758 383186
Daventry Volunteer Centre (DVC) www.daventryvolunteers.org.uk
Tel: 01327 300614 or Mob: 07793 011491
Kettering Voluntary Network (KVN)
Mobile: 07912480537
sean.silver@groundwork.org.uk
Nene Valley Community Action (NVCA) (covering
Wellingborough) - www.nvca.org.uk
Telephone: 01933 313526 or email: info@nvca.org.uk
South Northants Volunteer Bureau (snvb) www.snvb.org.uk
Telephone: 01327 358264 or email info@snvb.org.uk
Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire (VIN)
Telephone: 01604 637522 or email:
Info@voluntaryimpact.org.uk

Useful links
UK government
www.gov.uk/coronavirus
NHS
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus

Questions about this newsletter?
Contact us at
nccg.urgentresponsecomms@nhs.net

…AND
FINALLY

COVID-19 patient returns to his
family after hospital discharge
Gordon is reunited with his family after 86 days in hospital

Gordon Anderson, a patient who had COVID-19 at Northampton
General Hospital, has returned home to his family after 86 days in
hospital. Following his admission to hospital he needed care in the
hospital’s critical care department to help him to breathe. After a
long recovery and almost three months in hospital Gordon was
given the good news that he was well enough to return home to
continue his recovery with his family.
As he left the hospital, his family greeted him and staff from A&E,
Critical Care and Finedon ward all lined the route to clap and wave
him off. Teams from the East Midlands Ambulance Service also
joined in and lit up the route with blue lights.

Chris Pallot, Director of Strategy and Partnerships said: “It’s always
special to see a patient recovering and leaving the hospital, but
even more so when they have been with us for the length of time
that Gordon has.
“It was heart-warming to see him finally reunited with
his family and on his way home. It has been a
privilege to have him in our care and
everyone at Northampton General
wishes him well with his recovery.”

Share your stories using

